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ceptions as a strong Insistence upon thinking
and also upon right thinking. Even the most
conservative, who view the leading trend of
modern thought with suspicion, are progressive
and accept loyally all the advanced institutions
of our day. As a whole, they affect those who
have different doctrines and different ideals.
Free-thinkers, like Renan and Taine, had their
children taught by Protestant pastors. Renou-
vier became one of their best friends, if not one
of their adherents. Some of the foremost phil-
osophers have come to sympathise with the
liberalism of Protestants at large, while Taine
requested that at his death the rites of religion
should be performed by a Protestant pastor.
On the other hand. Catholics of a liberal type
have relaxed their former mistrust, read the best
Protestant literature, come in touch with Protes-
tant life so that conservative Catholics have
called attention to "Protestant infiltrations5' and
sounded the alarm in presence of the "Prot-
estant Peril" The truth is that Protestantism
in France has been a mediating force between the
extreme forces of Catholicism and Materialism,
thereby bringing them nearer and inspiring them
to some extent with its liberalism and its spiritual
life.